






Botanical description 

Botanical characters:  

 Cotton plant is an annual or perennial shrub reaches upto the height of 2-6 feet. 

  The flowers are large and showy. They are borne singly in the axils of leaves. 

The fruits are capsule, called balls. 

  Each fruit has 3-5 locules and each locule contains about 9 seeds. The seeds are 

covered by long, thick, white or cream coloured surface hairs known as lint or 

short. The lint forms the commercial cotton.  

 There are long threads, made up of cellulose  

 

Cultivation and Harvesting: Cotton is a subtropical crop cultivated on black 

alluvial soil of Deccan plateau.  

 It grows best in the areas with rain fall ranging from 30 inches to over 100 inches 

and temperature between 21°C to 45°C.  

 Cultivated varieties of cotton are mostly annual.  

 Raw cotton is picked directly from burst capsules. Picking is generally done by 

hands. A cotton crop is harvested in 3 or 4 pickings. 





















1. Cotton is used in the manufacture of cotton fabrics, tyre 

fabrics, threads, carpets, cordages, twine,  

2. Unspun cotton is used for stuffing purposes. It is also used in 

plastic, rayon, explosive and cellulose  industries etc. 

3.  Cotton seed-oil is also extracted from the seeds which is used 

in cooking and   various other purposes. 
 
 

Uses of cotton 



Family: Tiliaceae 

Distribution:  

Jute is probaly a native crop of Malaysia or Sri Lanka, but presently it is entirely an 

Indian crop.  

Other jute producing countries are Bangladesh, China, Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar, 

Former USSR, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Cuba and Egypt.  

In India, Jute is mainly produced in West Bengal, Bihar, Assam and Orissa 

 
 

 
 

JUTE: Corchorus capsularis and C. olitorius 

 
 



Botanical characters 
 Jute plants are tall, slender, annual 

shrubs which attain a height of 

about 8 to 10 feet.  

 

 Flowers are yellow and showy. 

The fruits are pods.  

 

 Corchorus capsularis plants 

possess round pods whereas C. 

olitorius has long pods.  

 

 The commercial jute fibres are the 

bast fibres obtained from the 

secondary phloem of stem.  

 



 
Cultivation and Harvesting 

 
• Jute is a crop of warm and humid climate where temperature ranges 

from 24°C to 35°C. 

 

•  It is grown on light, sandy, deltaic loam soil which periodically 
receives fertile silt from food waters.  

 

• soil is found in north-east India where it is successfuly cultivated as a 
winter crop (Rabi Crop).  

 

• The crop is harvested within three or four mouths after planting. 
Reaping is done when pods begin to ripe. Harvesting is done by simply 
cutting the plants near the surface. 

 
 



Processing of jute: Retting 
Retting:  
• The stems are retted in gently flowing, deep, clear and soft water 

for few days (15-20 days) to rot out the softed gummy tissue.  

• When retting is complete, 8 or 10 stems are taken out of water. 
and their root ends are beaten to separate the fibres.  

• The fibres are then wrapped around the fingers and the long stems 
are agitated over the surface of water till the fibres completely 
separate from the guy tissues.  

• The fibres are than washed in water and stacked on clean ground. 

 

•  The fibres: Jute fibres are actually the bast fibres obtained from 
the secondary phloem of stem. They are very long pale-yellow in 
colour, stiff and lignified. Some fibres are about 6 to 10 ft long. 
They have a silky luster. 

•  Inspite of all disadvantages the jute fibres are prefered because 
they are cheap and can be easily spun. 
 
 
 
 



USES 

1.Jute is used for manufacturing packing clothes, gunny 
bags, wool and potato sacs. 

 

2. Jute fibres are also used for making twine, carpets,  
curtains, coarse cloth and ropes.  

 

3. The fibres are also used in the preparation of grease-
proof paper which is in great demand in confectionery 
and other industries for wrapping greasy materials. 

 

4. The fibres are mixed with wool for making cheap 
blankets 

 



Coir : Cocos nucifera 

• Family:   Palmae 

 


























